
“EARTH, WIND & FIRE:  

TEXAS ENERGY RESOURCES”

Confederate Reunion Grounds State Historic Site, Texas Historical 

Commission

Permian Basin Petroleum Museum

Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, Texas Tech 

University 



GOAL OF THE PROJECT

To organize collections containing images and 

information on energy resources in Texas, to 

digitize these materials, to create metadata 

records for these materials, and to make them 

accessible online for researchers.



CONFEDERATE REUNION GROUNDS

STATE HISTORIC SITE

The Confederate Reunion Grounds will focus 

primarily on an oral history project beginning 

with the 1920s for aging individuals who lived on 

the grounds during the Mexia Oil Boom and 

employed by the Pure Oil Company. 



CONFEDERATE REUNION GROUNDS

STATE HISTORIC SITE

Additional oral histories may include family 

members and employees of Brown Oil 

Company (purchased Pure Oil Company and 

the leased water rights at the CRG). 



CONFEDERATE REUNION GROUNDS STATE

HISTORIC SITE

Supporting materials held within private 

collections related to the site’s history will be 

digitized – to include family photographs and 

documents, Pure Oil Company and Brown Oil 

Company documents, and other related materials 

not accessible to the public. 
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CONFEDERATE REUNION GROUNDS

STATE HISTORIC SITE

Other State held-in-trust collections for the 

Confederate Reunion Grounds may include 1920s 

maps from the Pure Oil Company and associated 

collections for the Reunion Movement that are 

interwoven with the Mexia Oil Boom.



CONFEDERATE REUNION GROUNDS

STATE HISTORIC SITE

Partner with local libraries and archives to 

process associated collections and funding for 

digitization to make collections available for 

public access.
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THE PERMIAN BASIN PETROLEUM

MUSEUM

The Museum will focus on preserving its 

photographic and manuscript collections related 

to the development of the oil and gas industries 

in the Permian Basin region.  



THE PERMIAN BASIN PETROLEUM

MUSEUM

Original photographs, especially those depicting 

life in boom towns and oil camps during the 

1920s and 1930s, will be digitized to ensure 

preservation of that visual history.
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85-004.033:  

A great Texas 

gusher fire 

near Pecos, 

Texas.  

From the John 

V. Webel

Collection.



THE PERMIAN BASIN PETROLEUM

MUSEUM

The photographs and manuscripts selected for 

this endeavor will tell the story of the men and 

women who lived in the Permian Basin during 

the infant days of the oil and gas industries.

Currently, 315 images from the museum’s 

holdings have been digitized for the Train to 

Share project. 
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79-039.035.03:  

A crowd 

gathered at the 

W. L. Foster 

Well No. 1 in 

1919.

From the 

Lee Jones Jr. 

Collection.



THE SOUTHWEST COLLECTION/SPECIAL

COLLECTIONS LIBRARY

The Southwest Collection seeks to digitize, 

abstract and catalog two large manuscript 

collections and their related oral histories and 

photographs.  The first collection, the Locating 

Board, deals with the early 1920s competition 

between numerous West Texas communities 

vying for the new college that later became Texas 

Technological College. 



THE SOUTHWEST COLLECTION/SPECIAL

COLLECTIONS LIBRARY

The 34 unpublished proposals within this 

collection details each bidder’s geographic, 

agricultural and natural resources, as well as 

addressing the topics of population, 

infrastructure and transportation. They also 

contain photographs, numerous maps, some of 

which are hand colored, and detailed narratives 

on the early history of the each community. 
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Central Power 

Station, West 

Texas Utilities, 

Co.

“This plant 

furnishes 

electric energy 

for thirty-two 

cities and towns 

of West Texas,” 

1923.

From the 

Abilene 

Photographic 

Views 

supplement to 

Abilene’s 

proposal, the 

Locating Board 

Collection, 1923 

and 1938



THE SOUTHWEST COLLECTION/SPECIAL

COLLECTIONS LIBRARY

The second collection concerns the Crosbyton 

Solar Power Project, which received national 

prominence in the 1980s for its attempts to find 

an alternative energy source as a way to reduce 

rising local utility rates.  Among its manuscript 

collection are photographs, solar dish and mirror 

blueprints and drawings, and numerous technical 

reports.  Oral histories for both collections will be 

abstracted and cataloged. 
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Researchers 

and guests 

gathered to 

observe the 

newly 

completed 

Crosbyton Solar 

Bowl operate 

for the first 

time.

From the 

Crosbyton Solar 

Power Project 

Collection, 

1962-1980s and 

undated



THE SOUTHWEST COLLECTION/SPECIAL

COLLECTIONS LIBRARY

Additionally, the Southwest Collection plans to 

digitize related collections that deal with coal, oil, 

wind and water resources of Texas.



INTELLECTUAL CONTROL

How are the collections organized, maintained, 
accessed and made available?

What software is used? What are the advantages 
and disadvantages of the various systems?

How do we strive to meet researchers needs?

What are future hardware/software needs?

How do we address data migration and 
maintenance for the future?



THE PERMIAN BASIN PETROLEUM MUSEUM

Before: Archives Files After: Object Files



CATALOGUE PERMANENT COLLECTION INTO DATABASE

CREATE ELECTRONIC VERSION OF ACCESSION REGISTER



THE SOUTHWEST COLLECTION/SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY



APPLICATION PROFILE - PHOTOGRAPHS



METADATA RECORD FOR A PHOTOGRAPH
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Dr. James 

Strickland 

standing on 

solar dish 

equipment for 

research and 

solar irrigation 

at New Deal 

Farm site.

This image is 

part of the 

Photographic 

Services 

Photograph 

collection, 

image 

#080880-26.



METADATA RECORD FOR AN ORAL HISTORY ON THE CROSBYTON

SOLAR POWER PROJECT



http://twitter.com/PetroleumMuseum


http://adventuresincollections.blogspot.com/2010/04/do-you-know.html

